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Basics of Aerosol Transmission

Graphic by Prof. Linsey Marr, published in https://www.journalofhospitalinfection.com/article/S0195-6701(21)00007-4/fulltext
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Aerosol Transmission and the failure of public health messaging -

since beginning of the pandemic

FACT CHECK: COVID-19 is NOT airborne

The virus that causes COVID-19 is mainly transmitted through droplets
generated when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or speaks. These
droplets are too heavy to hang in the air. They quickly fall on floors

or surfaces.

You can be infected by breathing in the virus if you are within 1 metre of a
person who has COVID-19, or by touching a contaminated surface and then
touching your eyes, nose or mouth before washing your hands.

To protect yourself, keep at least 1 metre distance from others and
disinfect surfaces that are touched frequently. Regularly clean your hands

This message spreading on social media

thoroughly and avoid touching your eyes, mouth, and nose. is incorrect. Help stop misinformation
Verify the facts before sharing.

March 28 2020 #Coronavirus #COVID19

239 Experts With One Big Claim: The

Coronavirus Is Airborne July 2020

5,351 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Likes

‘ Pinned Tweet

Linsey Marr & @linseymarr - Mar 5, 2020
Let's talk about #airborne transmission of #SARSCOV?2 and other viruses. A

discussion is needed to improve accuracy and reduce fear associated with
the term. /1
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A message from Dr Kevin Hedges

Leave a Comment / General / By Paracelsus

On April 11, 2020, | wrote to the Honourable Patty Hajdu Minister of
Health, Government of Canada and Dr. Theresa Tam Chief Public
Health Officer, Public Health Agency of Canada on behalf of the
WHWSB board. | thanked both, on behalf of the board, for the
leadership they have provided to combat COVID-19 in Canada. On

behalf of the board, | also expressed concern about messaging from
the World Health Organisation (WHO), and subsequent messaging from Canadian officials,

especially as it impacts frontline healthcare workers around the world.



Our coalition
came together in
December 2020

* People from different disciplines
and groups concerned about
aerosol transmission

* Joined forces to increase impact

* Meeting virtually almost weekly

* Wanted to apply lessons learned
from SARS 1 and Campbell report
—including precautionary
principle

* Feared aerosol transmission and
workers would be ignored again
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Our work has included

Organizing
bodies:
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COVID-19 guidelines, workplace regulations and public communicat
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Dr. Amy Tan and Kevin Hedges

on Vancouver television news
January 4, 2021 :



CANADA

.
ing media coverag

#CBC

COVID-19

=

DOROTHY
CANADA BUSINESS INVESTING

OPINION POLITICS

SPORTS LIFE  ARts

MENU

P workers safe from
Focus on the ajr they

Local updates

Watch live

COVID-19.
breathe

COVID-19 tracker Vaccine tracker

Top Stories Local The Nationa)

Opinion  wopg |

The growing evidence for airborne transmissjon of COVID-19 is now
widely knownp by the medical Community, Why hag thas
Ottawa the most part, trickleq down to some -
employers’ workal
The Campaign to 8etbetter masks for front-line
workers is now underway TR f silence on
- ’ tur : es
f ve S ey 3 done 10 address Canada S cu nsmisslon 1eaV °
Fatah - Jun s to be o
aara P €10 s e irborne virus tra to best avoid
Na' farKShes o
O o oo e || AITDO d on how to
airbor - ::ne;w? 3 businesses 309 pack 1o any C Onﬁlse
» Wha! doitand W pening DU
» How 80 10 s mean for ¢ m
» What does
the Fail?

infection

Joe, 4 5
?()—;shi Canada’s top public
Dani (PHAC), h,

Fri., )

as pro i Ummaries of the evidence for airborne
: - transmissijon, There have been three, each one with g
| by the evidence. The M
risked lives - sore
missio! 3
M
ledgin
s in acknow!

mﬂl!,/g_o_ﬁii-

health Organization

tronger Ianguage Supported
arch 2021 version is 60 Pages long and covers 84 different
Primary studies, the vast majority Supporting airborne transmission,
: But these Summaries are very hard to finq. They are not posted publicly, and
° 19 days 890 | 851 (9 PHAC has Specifically Tequested that the reviews not he shared. In order to recejye
acopy, you first have to discover jts existence, find the title angd email PHAC for 5
. copy.
How dew)&sg‘i?\g airborne
le ccion
acknow smissio
-19 tran
oVID-1

risked lives

g5 @
jsago | News
19 days a8




. hesitant,
dian authorities were a"'bqugteing
R ing lessons and science, r€]
ignor

precautionary principle

ainty

A Search for Ce

onse -

The Canadian Resp

i | '
" st in a teapo -
: -‘f;\teg\g:r was “trying to foment a
« The

; tha'The Can
controversy hashing the same argumriatsApril — -
) uwe,rer{u:trcﬁhroughout February, March,

we've he

he fuss
‘' now. I'm not quite sure whatt * ... the authors draw Premature
up until now.

("'This article adds fuel to fire " \
A : Tolls Us [the conclusions apou_t the importance of ) . .
Il about. _ disease airborne transmission. Promoting unfounded conspiracy
aThe epidemiology el e ior contributor 10 theories is irresponsible and a

o : ma » . . .

airborne route] is nOt.a s alround the world. This has resulted in confusion and serious risk to public health. They
transmission of the viru e IOTD fear in the general public, mistrust in fuel unnecessary health-care worker
ra cal healthcare workers, and a risk of a fear and destabilize health-care
rience.” deepening divide between

expe '

institutions by creating mistrust ” J
experimental scientists and healthcare ¥
epidemiologists.”

adian Response - “resulted in confusion and feqr”

Letter to Toronto Star, May 2020, by
Canadian ID doctors critical of article
Letter to Clinical Infectious Diseases,

advocating precautionary principle and
3 August 11, 2020 taking airborne risks seriously
. : W April
; resentation.OHCO
Mario Possamai p
2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2y5HZ
uixC2w



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy5HZuixC2w
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SCIENCE TABLE

ARIO
covip-19 ADVISORY FOR ONT

Our Partners

Resources
Briefs oOntario pashboard Key
Sclence

A COLLECTIVE LENS.

VID-19
Informing Ontario’s response to cO

STAR <

HOME

MY LOCAL 2
GTA CANADA PoLITICS WORLD OPINION (8 Podcasts Newslettd
2 LIFE SPORTS £
@ BREAKING Trudeau names a S SERIANMENT sbsiness
Lo cxcuuse '
Canadi
anadian study of syr-

putting health-care w.
COVID-19, complaint

=]

alleges

By Robert Cribb Staff Reporter
Wed., April 21,202

® 7 min. read

i

Science Table Members

Leadership

f\‘cvial_s_‘teinn Brown Brian Schwartz

10 Mesar Peter Jiini
Co-Chair MD. e
N e Co-Chair
b Vicapes: Scientific Director
Read More
Read More Read M
ea ore

A McMaster University study examining whether surgical masks
provide health-care workers with similar protection to N95
respirators has triggered a formal complaint alleging the lives of
participants are being needlessly placed at risk.

In an April 19 letter to the federal research ethics panel, a coalition of
health-care practitioners allege the study “exposes health-care
workers to COVID-19 infection” by allowing them to wear surgical
masks instead of N95 respirators when caring for patients.

The complaint to Canada’s Secretariat on Responsible Conduct of
Research (SRCR) states there is “ample research” to support the
transmission of COVID-19 through aerosols that can be spread
through the air and inhaled, requiring respirators as the “minimum
line of safety protection for at-risk workers.”




success stories???

Authorities are giving more.
recoghnition, sometimes hesitantly,

to airborne transmission
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Transmission of this virus is airborne, therefore it loves it if
people are inside crowded spaces that aren’t so well ventilated.

{-) Dr. Theresa Tam & . . .
b4 @CPHO_Canada Peter Juni, head of Ontario Science Table,
Toronto Star, Nov. 29, 2021

“ Thread

1/5 Layering #COVID19 protections is best! Evidence
on aerosol spread of the #SARSCoV2 virus shows that
expelled virus particles can spread over distances and

linger in fine aerosols for periods of time, much like Governments fundi ng
second-hand smoke. canada.ca/en/public-heal... o .
better ventilation and air

purifiers

12:39 PM - Nov 13, 2021 - Twitter Web App
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TORONTO | News

Ontario school board threatens to suspend teacher
who wore respirator instead of blue surgical mask in
class

Chris Herhalt CP24 Web Content Writer
¥ @_Herhalt | Contact

(Toronto Star Reporter)
Ed Tubb & @EdTubb - Aug 26

Replying to @EdTubb
Ontario's official policy inside hospitals has been "droplet and contact"
precautions, with situational exceptions, since Wave 1.



Next Steps

e Continue advocacy for airborne
prevention measures

 Partnerships with more
organizations

* Call for pandemic inquiry
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