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Basics of Aerosol Transmission



Aerosol Transmission and the failure of public health messaging  -
since   beginning of the pandemic

July 2020



Our coali*on 
came together in 
December 2020   
• People from different disciplines 

and groups concerned about 
aerosol transmission

• Joined forces to increase impact
• Meeting virtually almost weekly
• Wanted to apply lessons learned 

from SARS 1 and Campbell report 
– including precautionary 
principle

• Feared aerosol transmission and 
workers would be ignored again



Our multidisciplinary 

membership

Respiratory protec-on: 
Simon Smith

Engineering: 
Stéphane Bilodeau Occupational health/ 

hygiene scientists

Lawrence Svirchev

Dorothy Wigmore

Marianne Levitsky

Kevin Hedges

John Oudyk

Val WolfePhysics: 
Nancy Delagrave

OHS regulation and enforcement: 
Alec Farquhar

Physicians:

Jennifer McDonald
Sarah Addleman

Microbiology: 
Raymond Tellier

Christine Shea



Organiza(ons linked to the coali(on include



Our work has included
First letter 

(January 4, 2021)

Second letter 
(February 19, 

2021)

Dr. Amy Tan and Kevin Hedges 
on Vancouver television news, 
January 4, 2021

Press release
April 16, 2021)



Ongoing media coverage



Canadian authorities were airborne hesitant, 

ignoring lessons and science, rejecting 

precautionary principle

Mario Possamai presenta.on.OHCOW April  
2021 
h:ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy5HZ
uixC2w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy5HZuixC2w


Other advocacy efforts



Success stories???
Authorities are giving more 

recognition, sometimes hesitantly, 

to  airborne transmission

Peter Juni, head of Ontario Science Table, 
Toronto Star, Nov. 29, 2021

Governments funding 
better ventilation and air 
purifiers



But more work to do!

(Toronto Star Reporter)



Next Steps 

• Con$nue advocacy for airborne 
preven$on measures

• Partnerships with more 
organiza$ons

• Call for pandemic inquiry
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